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Metropolitan Grand Lodge and Chapter of London

The Restoration and Amalgamation Committee

SURRENDERING THE WARRANT OF THE LODGE

SURRENDERING THE CHARTER OF THE CHAPTER

The procedures and actions in items 1 to 8 below apply equally to Surrendering the Charter of the Chapter as they do to Surrendering the Warrant of the Lodge. Item 9 is especially important to Royal Arch Chapters.

When your members decide they want to surrender the Warrant of the Lodge you should follow the procedures set out below:

1. You will need to give two Notices of Motion at a Regular meeting: the first to Surrender the Warrant; and the second to dispose of your regalia, furniture and assets, such as monies in a Relief Chest, bank account, stocks and shares etc. Guidance on how you can or cannot dispose of your assets can be found at item 8.

Although not essential, it is advisable that you include these Notices of Motion as separate items on the Agenda. This ensures that all members of the Lodge are aware of the proposals.

The following wording is recommended:

· Notice of Motion is given that a proposition will be made to pass a resolution that due to……..(quote reasons ie lack of members, no prospect of candidates etc) this the………Lodge No……….has ceased to be viable. Accordingly the meeting to be held at………(place) on………..(date) will be considered as the last meeting of this Lodge and thereafter the affairs of the Lodge will be finally wound up and the Warrant of the Lodge and any such documents and records as are required, be returned to the MW The Grand Master.

· Notice of Motion is given that subject to the proposal to Surrender the Warrant being carried a proposition will be made to pass a resolution to dispose of the Lodge assets as follows………
2. At the next Regular meeting you should make the propositions, pursuant to the Notices of Motion.

NB If either of the Regular meetings referred to above is the normal “Election of Officers” meeting, and if the second meeting is the Lodge Installation meeting, then the agenda must include these items as usual, but with the proviso that they are subject to the motion not proceeding.

3. If the Notices of Motion have been proposed and carried you should write to the Metropolitan Grand Secretary informing him of:

· the reasons for requesting erasure of the Lodge

· the actual voting figures

· the Lodges which the remaining members have joined or belong to

· how the Lodge funds and assets are to be disposed, and

· the name of any brother with an outstanding honours recommendation.

You should copy this letter to your VGO.

4. The Metropolitan Grand Secretary will arrange for you to receive a closing Annual Return that you will need to complete and return with the relevant dues. When completing the Return if any brother is in arrears, the amount outstanding should be stated. You will also need to ensure any outstanding Installation Returns, Registration Forms and Requests for Grand Lodge Certificates are brought up to date.

5. As well as the Closing Return you will need to bring up to date and deliver to the Metropolitan Grand Secretary:

· the Warrant of the Lodge

· the Minute Books

· the Attendance Books, and

· the Membership Books

6. You will need to cancel:

· temple bookings

· Lodge of Instruction bookings

· lockers/boxes hire and return the keys

· Festive Board bookings, and

· the Tyler and Organist.

All outstanding rents, fees and accounts on any of these items should be settled.

7. Other formalities you will need to complete are:

· notifying the Grand Charity, London Grand Rank Association and any of the other institutions if they are involved in making payments to brethren of your Lodge or their dependants

· notifying your Group Almoner on the form provided, of the names, addresses and telephone numbers, where available, of the dependents and widows of your Lodge. The Group Almoner will pass this information to the Metropolitan Grand Secretary.

· notifying the dependents and widows that the Lodge is ceasing to exist and that their names and addresses have been passed to the Metropolitan Grand Secretary, PO Box 29055, London WC2B 5UN.

· clearing all outstanding debts and producing a final set of Lodge accounts – which must be circulated to all members of the Lodge

8. When considering the future of Lodge assets you must take care in case there is an old Trust Deed that imposes limitations upon disposals.

It is suggested that an inventory of Lodge property and artefacts is made in order to help the members consider its disposal.

Any monies and other assets which have been donated or purchased for charitable purposes must be disposed of accordingly. All other monies and assets are the property of the members of the Lodge and can be disposed of as they legally see fit. For example:

· Lodge regalia and furniture can be donated/sold to other Lodges, Lodges of Instruction, Masonic centres etc. Some assets may be of interest to The Library and Museum of Freemasonry

· paying the joining fee of brethren wishing to join another Lodge

· holding a memorable final Festive Board

· donations to charities

9. If there is a Chapter attached to your Lodge you should notify the Scribe E of the Chapter as early as possible. If the Chapter is to continue in existence it will need to find and attach itself to another Lodge. The Scribe E will need to give Notice of Motion at a Regular meeting of a proposal to petition the ME The First Grand Principal. This should be along the following lines:

· That Supreme Grand Chapter be requested to approve the following: That following a decision of the…….Lodge No……..to surrender its Warrant and this Chapter being attached to it, the…….Chapter No…….(existing name and number) be attached to the…………Lodge No……(new name and number) and the new number of the Chapter shall be No….

NB The Chapter must take the number of the Lodge to which it is attached. It may, however, petition the ME The First Grand Principal to retain its current name.

NB Similar resolutions must be passed in the Lodge to which the Chapter is to be attached.

Relevant Rules: BofC 143, 153, 188, 190 and RA Regulation 45
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